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foci of a small but fairly dense railway net from which two branches
penetrate across the Atlas Mountains into the desert. The largest of
the cities, Casa Blanca on the west coast of Morocco, is also the coolest.
A cool current from the north washes this coast just as is the case on
the corresponding coast of California. Marrakesh, a somewhat smaller
inland city of Morocco, owes its size to irrigation from the Atlas Moun-
tains. The colony of Algiers has two seaports, Oran, and its larger neigh-
bor, Algiers, from which winter vegetables and fruits are shipped to
France. Tunis has one large seaport, also called Tunis. Italians are
numerous there, and Italy feels that she ought to own a place so close to
Sicily.
The Sahara and Egypt
South of the northern French colonies a vast area about as large as
the United States has not a single railroad from the Atlantic eastward
until the railroads which roughly follow the Nile River are reached
(A570). This blank space represents the great desert of Sahara. In the
far west the coastal part, known as Rio de Oro (River of Gold), together
with the neighboring Canary Islands, represents a remnant of the magnifi-
cent colonial empire once owned by Spain. More than half of the rest
belongs to France, but Italy, Egypt, and England (in the Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan) own parts. In reality the whole desert belongs with Arabia as a
single great geographical unit, divided into sections by the narrow oasis
of the Nile Valley and by the Red Sea. On the northern coast of Libya
the railways are so insignificant that they are not shown in A570. The
way in which they hug the coast indicates how dry and poor the land
becomes as soon as the coast bends southward east of Tunis.
The oasis of Egypt has two distinct parts. One is the triangular Nile
delta, and the other the narrow floodplain which borders the river most
of the way upward across the desert. Close to 16 million people are here
crowded into an area of 13,600 square miles. More than a million of
these live in Cairo, which has been able to grow great because it lies at
the head of the delta where several navigable distributaries of the Nile
branch outward. Another half million are in Alexandria, Egypt's sea-
port at the western border of the delta. The next Egyptian city in size is
Port Said at the northern end of the Suez Canal, but it has little more
than 100,000 people. The rest of the Egyptians are mostly poor peasants
who live in mud villages and work hard to plow, plant, irrigate, and reap
small but fertile patches of land. With a thousand of them for every
square mile, it is obvious that they can do little more than supply them-
selves with food of the staple kinds. Egypt is politically independent,
but Great Britain retains the right to keep troops along the Suez Canal

